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Sermon on the Mount – A Christian’s Righteousness: Christ, the Christian, and the Law 
 

In the last study concerning salt and light, we examined Christ’s teaching as it relates to the character and influence of the Christian.  Just as salt is 

salty, Christians are to be like Christ; by exemplifying the characteristics of the beatitudes; and in so doing influencing the world around them 

through the light that they have in Christ.  The Lord now proceeds to teach about the Christian life and more specifically about righteousness.  This is 

the righteousness that Christians are to hunger and thirst for and on the account of which they will be persecuted for the sake of Christ. 

Read Matt 5:1-20 

Christ and the Law (v.17, 18) 

1. Why would Christ’s followers think that He had come to “abolish the Law and the Prophets”? 

- V.18 - “For truly, I say to you” – Christ speaks on His own authority 

- Jesus spoke with authority (Mk. 1:22) what appeared to be a new teaching (Mk. 1:27) 

- Sabbath controversy – Jesus plucks heads of grain (Mk. 2:23-28), Jesus heals on Sabbath (Mk. 3:1-6) 

- Challenged and criticized the teachings of the Scribes and Pharisees 

- The Law and the Prophets 

- Means the whole of the Old Testament 

- The Law 

i. Moral Law – 10 commandments, and other moral principles found in the Old Testament 

ii. Judicial Law – legislative law that governed how the Israelites related to each other 

iii. Ceremonial Law – burnt offerings, sacrifices, and all the rituals that surrounded their worship 

- The Prophets 

i. The prophetic books of the Old Testament 

ii. Taught, applied and interpreted the Law 

iii. Were forth-tellers pointing to the coming Messiah 

 

2. From verses 17 and 18, what can we learn about Christ and his attitude towards the Old Testament Scriptures? 

- Christ puts himself in the context of the law 

- The Old Testament is truth in that Christ fulfills them 

- Until heaven and earth pass away - Affirms the authority of the Old Testament for all time 

- None of it will pass away, not a single letter, or part of a letter, until all is accomplished 

- Iota – smallest letter of the Greek alphabet or the yodh of the Hebrew alphabet 

- Not a dot (Gk. Keraia) – a little "horn," i.e. " 'a little hook, an apostrophe' on letters of the alphabet, distinguishing 

them from other like-letters, or a 'separation stroke' between letters" 

 

3. In the following passages, how did Christ fulfill the Law and the Prophets? 

- To fulfill something is to carry it out, to meet all of its requirements, to complete it in the sense that it has been carried out but not 

in the sense that it is no longer required. 

- Gal. 4:4-5 

- “born under the law” 

i. Although Jesus is eternally above the law, as the Son of God he was born under it, as one who has to carry it out 

ii. We can see very clearly how absolute God’s holiness is  in that He had to place His own Son under the law 

- Fulfilled prophecy 

- Lk. 2:21-24 

- Christ was raised under the requirements of the law or raised in a manner that obeyed the law 

- Phil 2:8 

- Jesus was obedient to the point of death on a cross – this shows the extent of Jesus’ obedience to God 

- Christ also fulfills the law on the cross in that the punishment for sin must be carried out; not His sin for he was without sin, 

but the punishment for our sins so that we may be forgiven 

- Christ was perfect in His obedience (Matt. 3:13-15) 

- Jesus teaches obedience to God (Matt.7:21) 

- Matt. 12:14-21 

- Jesus fulfills the prophecies in the Old Testament through his life 

- Col. 2:16-17 

- Shadows to reality (substance) – the shadows (or ceremonial laws) merely pointed to the reality that was fulfilled in Christ. 

- He is the high priest, He is the offering, He is the sacrifice, and His blood has been shed to fulfill the whole of the ceremonial 

law 



LIFE and CGYG Fellowship Study 5 - Matthew 5:17-5:20 January 6
th

, 2012 

 

 

- In summary, the above passages are merely a sampling of how Christ fulfills the Law.  Being born under the Law, Christ fulfilled the 

law by being obedient to it through his entire life even to the point of death.  He fulfills the Law by fulfilling the prophecies of the Old 

Testament.  And finally, the ceremonial laws have been completely fulfilled in Christ by His death and resurrection. 

 

4. In what ways does Christ fulfill the law in us? (See For Further Thought) 

- Rom. 8:1-4 

- Christ fulfills the law in us through the work of the Holy Spirit 

- Obedience to the law was impossible for man, but only possibly by God through Christ so that the requirements of the law 

may be fully met in us 

i. Jesus Christ was the sin offering 

ii. Condemned sin – He paid the full penalty for sin 

iii. Requirement of the law may be fully met – Christ perfectly fulfilled the law 

- Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us 

i. For those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their own personal saviour, they are united with Christ and in so 

doing, God credits the righteousness of Christ to the believer 

- Rom. 3:21-52a, 10:4 

- Righteousness is received through faith in Jesus for all who believe 

- It is a gift from God, not by our own merit 

- Christ is the end of the law (i.e. he has fulfilled it) not so that we can disobey it, but that in order that we may be acceptable 

to God, we must put our faith in Jesus 

 

The Christian and the Law (v.19, 20) 
In verses 17 and 18, Christ has been quite clear about the authority and validity of the Law and the Prophets.  Based on His own attitude towards the Law 

and the fact that He came to fulfill it, Christ now teaches His followers about their relationship to the Law as it pertains to obedience, instruction, and 

righteousness. 

 

5. In verse 19, what are the expectations that Christ has for his followers as it relates to the Law?  

- We are to live in obedience and to teach others 

- “Least of these commandments” – Jesus requires a commitment to both the least and the greatest of commandments.  Even the 

least of these commandments has vital importance.   

- Failure to keep any one point of the law (even the least) is a failure of it all (cf. Jas 2:10). 

- Is there a distinction between commandments?  Are some great than others? 

- There is obviously some distinction between the commandments in some sense, but we are not to get bogged down trying 

to determine which commandment is “lighter” and which one is “weightier”.  We are to obey them all. 

- Matt.22:34-40 – The greatest command is to love God, and the second is like it, to love your neighbor as yourself. 

- But I thought you just said we were no longer under the law? 

- The Christian is no longer under the covenant of law, but under the covenant of grace.  His salvation does not depend on 

the keeping of the law, but this does not excuse him from it as a rule of life.   

- For the law was never meant to be something in and of itself, for no man could save himself by keeping the law.  It served 

as a means to point man to God’s grace through Christ.   

- It is this grace that allows us to keep the law by the work of the Holy Spirit so that we may be made holy, just as He is holy.  

Holiness means being righteous, and being righteous means keeping the law. 

 

6. In verse 20, Jesus demands that his followers have a righteousness that exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees.  Why would this 

seem to be a difficult if not impossible task for His audience? (See For Further Thought) 

- The scribes and Pharisees were in many respects outstanding people and so-called experts in the law 

- The impact this statement would have had on the audience would have been significant.  Consider who you would regard as the 

most righteous or spiritual person you know of and now Christ was to come to you and say you need to exceed their righteousness. 

- The scribes 

- Spent their time teach and expounding the law and gave their life to the study of it 

- Responsible for making copies of the law and were known for their meticulous attention to detail 

- Their lives were lived in the law and they were well respected for that reason 

- The Pharisees 

- Looked up to for their sanctity 

- They had formed a code of conduct that was more rigid than the law of Moses itself 

- They had rules and regulations for life that were more stringent than the requirements laid out in the Old Testament 

- This was their profession 
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7. In the following passages, how is the righteousness of the Pharisees described? What was unacceptable about their righteousness and 

what should true righteousness look like? 

- Lk. 18:9-14, Lk. 16:15 – Pharisee and the Tax collector 

- Self righteous before men 

- Proud and arrogant – not the poor in spirit as characterized in the beatitudes 

- Fasted twice a week – the Law required fasting only once a month 

- The Pharisees were not righteous before God as it was the sinner who returned home justified 

- The Pharisees were only righteous in appearance (cf. Lk. 16:15) and it was not a righteousness of the heart 

- Righteousness is given by God 

 

- Matt. 23:23-28 – Woes 

- Called hypocrites, going so far as to tithe even their mint, but neglecting weightier matters.  They should have obeyed the 

whole law 

- External righteousness only 

- Internally full of hypocrisy and lawlessness 

- If we are inwardly righteous, this will naturally affect our outward righteousness 

 

- Jer. 31:33, Eze. 36:26-27 

- A heart-righteousness through grace 

- By the power of the Holy Spirit we are able to walk in His statues and obey His commands 

 

 

 

For Further Thought 

 

(Follow on to Question 4) Since Christ has fulfilled the law and this law is fulfilled in those who have put their faith in Him, are Christians 

free to do whatever they please irrespective of it? 

- NO 

- v. 19-20 – emphasizes the practical carrying out of the law 

- Matt. 7:21-23 – only the ones who do the will of God will enter in the kingdom of heaven 

 

(Follow on to Question 6) Is the Lord saying that we have to live a life that is better than that of the Pharisees in order to enter into the 

Kingdom?  Is He teaching salvation by works? 

- NO 

- Rom. 3:9-10, 23 – None is righteous, not one, for the wages of sin is death 

- Rom. 3:20 – no one can be justified though works of the Law 

 

 

 

Has your attitude towards the Old Testament teachings changed to reflect the same attitude that Christ has?  Do you strive to obey even the 

least of these commandments as Christ has instructed you to?  Praise God that our hope is found in Christ and not in the Law, for all are 

condemned by the Law because not one is righteous except by the grace of God, who through Christ have been counted righteous.  It is this 

same grace that enables us to love and to live in obedience to the Law by the power of the Holy Spirit working within us. 

 

 


